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REGIONAL GROUND WATER 

346. Mr B.J. GRYLLS to the Premier 

I refer to the Premier’s media statement of 21 November in which he said that it was up to the federal 
Government to research usage of regional ground water. 

(1) In his capacity as the chair of the cabinet standing committee on regional development, why has the 
Premier not instructed state government agencies to research innovative usage of regional ground 
water? 

(2) Will the Premier instruct the Water Corporation to develop a competitive water market to encourage 
private enterprise to develop commercial desalination plants in regional Western Australia? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 

The amount of money the federal Government spends on research on water in Western Australia is 
disappointingly low.  I would have thought, again, that the Liberal and National Parties would join with us in 
saying to the Commonwealth that we want more of the money it collects in taxes.  A lot of the money going to 
the Commonwealth from Western Australia should be spent here in Western Australia.   

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Why don’t you govern? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I find it extraordinary that one part of government in Western Australia is going to Canberra 
and insisting upon a fair deal for Western Australia but we are not entitled to do that, according to members 
opposite.  That is another example of the little worm burrowing in the soul of the opposition parties that makes 
them incapable of seeing beyond their parties’ interests.  We will be announcing soon our response to Western 
Australia’s Water Symposium.  One recommendation of the Water Symposium was to create a research fund to 
examine water-related issues in Western Australia.  That is, of course, an important question for the 
Government.   

There are many different options for country water supplies; already we have seen that in many country towns.  I 
will give the House an interesting statistic, which is to the credit of regional communities in Western Australia.  
In Perth we recycle about three per cent of our waste water; country Western Australia recycles about 40 per 
cent.  That is because there are some excellent creative communities around Western Australia, one of which the 
member represents - Merredin - and they have led the way in recycling.   

Yes, the Government is very keen to encourage alternative concepts to provide water, provided obviously that 
the terms and conditions for the supply of water and how they fit into the structure of our system technically and 
so on are in the interests of the State.  The Government’s view is that alternative ideas to provide water in 
Western Australia will be very much on the agenda.  We have a lot to do on the water issue.  Those of us who 
live in metropolitan Perth have a lot to learn from rural and regional Western Australians who, as a result of 
necessity, have taken up this challenge and, as a result of creativity, have found the means to deal with it. 
 


